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SENATE BI LL 6387

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Stevens, Morton,  Shel don, Hewtt, Carrell, Pf | ug,
Swecker, Schoesl er, Roach, and Benton

Read first time 01/16/08. Referred to Conmittee on Ways & Means.

AN ACT Relating to creating a searchabl e budget database for state
spendi ng; addi ng new sections to chapter 43.88 RCW and creating new
secti ons.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. This act shall be known and nay be cited as
t he taxpayer transparency act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The legislature finds that taxpayers should
be able to easily access the details on howthe state is spending their
tax dollars and what performance results are achieved for those
expendi t ur es. It is the intent of the legislature, therefore, to
direct the office of financial managenent to create and maintain a
sear chabl e budget database web site detailing where, for what purpose,
and the results achieved for all taxpayer investnents in state
gover nnent .

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 43.88 RCW
to read as foll ows:
For the purposes of section 4 of this act:
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(1) "Searchabl e budget database web site" neans a web site that
allows the public at no cost to search and aggregate information for
the fol |l ow ng:

(a) The nane and principal |ocation or residence of the entity or
reci pients of funds;

(b) The amount of funds expended;

(c) The funding or expendi ng agency;

(d) The funding source of the revenue expended;

(e) The budget programor activity of the expenditure;

(f) A descriptive purpose for the funding action or expenditure;

(g) The expected performance outcone for the funding action or
expendi t ure;

(h) The past performance outcones achieved for the funding action
or expenditure;

(i) Any state audit or report relating to the entity or recipient
of funds or the budget programor activity or agency; and

(j) Any other relevant information specified by the office of
financi al managenent.

(2)(a) "Entity" and "recipients" nean:

(1) A corporation;

(i1) An association;

(ti1) A labor union;

(iv) Alimted liability conpany;

(v) Alimted liability partnership;

(vi) Any other legal business entity, including a nonprofit
or gani zati on;

(vii) G antees;

(viii) Contractors; and

(i1x) A county, city, or other local governnental entity or
political subdivision.

(b) "Entity" and "recipients" do not include an individual
reci pient of state assistance.

(3) "Agency" neans a state departnent, office, board, comm ssion,
bureau, division, institution, or institution of higher education.
Thi s includes individual state agencies and prograns, as well as those
prograns and activities that cross agency lines. "State agency"”
includes all state elective offices in the executive, |legislative, and
judicial branches of governnent.
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(4) "Funding source" neans the state account from which the
expenditure is appropriated.

(5) "Funding action or expenditure" includes details on the type of
spendi ng such as a grant, contract, or appropriation.

(6) "State audit or report"” includes any audit or report issued by
the state auditor, joint legislative audit and review commttee,
| egislative commttee, or executive body relating to the entity or
reci pient of funds or the budget programor activity or agency.

(7) "Director"” means the director of financial managenent.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 43.88 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) By January 1, 2009, the director shall develop and nake
publicly available a single, searchable budget database web site
including the required data for fiscal year 2008.

(2) Thereafter, the searchabl e budget database web site shall be
updated for each fiscal year not later than thirty days follow ng the
close of the fiscal year. In addition, the director may update the
searchabl e budget database web site as new data becones avail able.
State agencies shall provide to the director all data that is required
to be included in the searchable budget database web site not |ater
than thirty days after the data becones available to the agency. The
director shall provide guidance to state agencies to ensure conpliance
with this subsection

(3) By January 1, 2010, the director shall add data for fisca
years 2006 and 2007 to the searchabl e budget database web site. Data
for previous fiscal years may be added as available and tine permts.
The director shall ensure that all data added to the searchabl e budget
dat abase web site remains accessible to the public for a mninmum of ten
years.

(4) The director is not in conpliance with this section if the data
required for the searchable budget database web site is not nade
available to the public in a searchable and aggregate manner or the
public is redirected to other governnment web sites, unless each of
those sites has information from all agencies and each category of
information required can be searched electronically by field in a
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